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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, the People of Promise, joining in worship with our Christian family. We’re glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off cellular phones, pagers and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN:  NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 5 through fourth grade are invited to a CHILDREN’S WORSHIP time following the Children’s Blessing. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. LARGE PRINT HYMNALS and BULLETINS are available from the ushers. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the church parking lot, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church and the Mercyhurst parking spaces on the east side of the church are available for use Sunday mornings and weekday evenings. 

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS WHITE, which is used for special days of great joy.

SERMON CD’s are available in the church library or on our website at www.fpcne.org. Our Church Library has a wide variety of books and videos for your reading pleasure and spiritual growth.

First Presbyterian Church

North East, PA

January 8, 2012, 11:00 AM

Baptism of the Lord
Gregg D. Townsend, Pastor
*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS:  Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family.  The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC            How Great Is Our God               Fettke
WELCOME

                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Let us worship God.

Congregation: To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!

Revelation 5:13b
* OPENING PRAISE       All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!    #142
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
We know that nothing is able to separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ. Let us in freedom confess the wrong we have done.

—based on Romans 8:39

Lord God, we have given more weight to our successes

and our happiness than to your will.

We have eaten without a thought for the hungry.

We have spoken without an effort to understand others.

We have kept silence instead of telling the truth.

We have judged others, forgetful that you alone are the Judge.

We have acted rather in accordance with our opinions

than according to your commands.

Within your church we have been slow to practice love of our neighbors.

And in the world we have not been your faithful servants.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us your peace.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

* SONG OF THANKSGIVING
    I Will Sing of the Mercies

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever. I will sing, I will sing.
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever. 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord.
With my mouth will I make known your faithfulness, your faithfulness

With my mouth will I make known your faithfulness to all generations
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever. 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord.
All the hosts of the angels sing God’s praise forever 

For the things he has done

All the hosts of the angels sing God’s praise forever, 

All the hosts of the angels sing God’s praise.

Who can be compared to God in faithfulness, in faithfulness?

Who can be compared to God in faithfulness to all generations?

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever.
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord.
Public Domain. CCLI License No. 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE




            Revelation 6:1-8:5
MESSAGE                           “The Seven Seals”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN
             How Great Is Our God

1. The splendor of the King clothed in majesty

Let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice

He wraps Himself in light and darkness tries to hide

It trembles at His voice, it trembles at His voice

How great is our God, sing with me

How great is our God, and all will see how great

How great is our God

2. Age to age He stands and time is in His hands

Beginning and the End, beginning and the End

The Godhead three in one, Father, Spirit, Son

The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb (Chorus)
CCLI Song No. 4348399. © 2004 worshiptogether.com songs\sixsteps Music\Alletrop Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Chris Tomlin / Ed Cash / Jesse Reeves. CCLI License No. 1496394

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
 
Offertory

Satisfied

           Matsumura

Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING
Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!   #341
* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE  
     All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!      Smith

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREETER, USHER & NURSERY SCHEDULES FOR 2012

The schedules for Greeters, Ushers or Nursery Volunteers are listed in the monthly Exciter newsletter (also available online) and the weekly bulletin. Please note the schedules on your calendar and contact another church member if you are unable to fulfill your scheduled Sunday. In addition, we ask that you notify the office (725-8641) of any changes.
CHANCEL CHOIR NEWS! January is the perfect time to join the Chancel Choir. We’ll be starting all new music and will soon be preparing for Lent and Easter. The Chancel Choir practices on THURSDAY EVENINGS at 7:30 p.m. and typically sings three times per month. Speak with Jane Livingston if you have any questions. We’d love to have you join us.
GIVING STATEMENTS are in the Assembly Room and are ready to be picked up. Please remember to get yours so that it does not need to be mailed.

A REMINDER THAT EXCITER ARTICLES are due on the 20th of the preceding month.
ANNUAL REPORTS from our committees are due in the church office no later than January 20, 2012.  

THE ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING will be on February 5, 2012 following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets on Sunday evenings from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the youth lounge. If you have any questions, please call Shelby McAuley at 323-5067. The upcoming schedule is: 

· Sunday, January 8

Planning for the year ahead

· Sunday, January 15
Youth Fellowship

· Sunday, January 22
Youth Fellowship with Guest Speaker 


· Sunday, January 29
Youth Fellowship 

* * *The flowers in the sanctuary today are given in memory of Sandra Weinheimer Haas by her children and grandchildren. * * *

GREETER, USHER AND NURSERY SCHEDULES
Greeters Today: John & Elizabeth Magee; Larry & Kathy Antus
Greeters January 15: Al Mohnkern; John Wilcox; Karen Lewis; Beth Long
Ushers Today: Greg & Gayle Morris; Al Mohnkern; Bob Bahm; Jesse Magee

Ushers January 15: Ron Blosser; Joe & Sue Spacht; Vern Hurlburt; Seth Magee
Nursery Today: Connors Family
Nursery January 15: Sandra & Dennis Drab

PRAYER, JOYS AND CONCERNS:

Our church and community members who have lost a loved one, are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins and our members serving in the armed services. IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST, please speak with Pastor Gregg, call the church office (725-8641) or email our prayer chain (jlivingston@neo.rr.com).

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, January 9, 2012


7:00 p.m. – Deacons Meeting

Tuesday, January 10, 2012


7:00 p.m. – CE Meeting



7:00 p.m. – Financial Peace University 

Wednesday, January 11, 2012


9:30 a.m. – Pastor’s Bible Study

7:00 p.m. – Prayer Group Meeting

Thursday, January 12, 2012


7:30 p.m. – Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday, January 15, 2012


7:30 a.m. – Men’s Group

8:30 a.m. – Contemporary Worship Service

9:45 a.m. – Sunday School

11:00 a.m. – Worship Service

6:00 p.m. – Youth Fellowship   
