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PASTOR’S PEN





By Pastor Gregg





It’s hard to believe that the Advent Season is upon us once again. As 2011 draws to a close and a new year is on the horizon my heart is filled with gratitude for a year gone by and hope for the year ahead. So many wonderful things have taken place in 2011.

It has been especially gratifying to watch and hear reports about our youth group’s activities these past months.  They have been growing in number and in the depth of their faith. On Sunday nights they are meeting together, bringing their friends from school, reading scripture and praying. Our Youth Director Shelby McAuley is doing a bang-up job. She has a gift for connecting with teenagers in a compassionate, sensitive, and fun way. A number of our youth (along with adults) also spent a week in West Virginia in June working for the World Vision relief agency. Students helped to put a deck on one home and replaced a badly needed roof over another. Several students have told me that they want to go and do it again next year.  I’m up for that! Thanks be to God!

This past July our Director of Christian Education Nancy Roos organized a remarkable Vacation Bible School. Along with the help of many of our members we saw more children than ever attend. Their number and excitement grew through the week! Our Vacation Bible School has now become one of our annual signature events.  Thanks be to God!

Another 2011 blessing has been Donna Banks. Donna heard God’s call on her life to serve as our new Sunday School Superintendent.  
[image: image3.wmf]


Donna is full of ideas and energy. Her zeal is infectious! What a joy it was to watch a number of our Sunday School children sing in worship a couple of weeks ago. Clearly, they are learning what it means to be and live as followers of Jesus Christ. You can’t ask for anything more than that. Thanks be to God!

We are also getting younger as a congregation! This past week Jaime and Andy Knight, members who regularly attend the 8:30 service were married. Following the service Andy mentioned to me that he and Jaime were looking forward to getting more involved in the life of our congregation. The same is true for Zach Narusewicz and Jodi Styers, an engaged-to-be-married couple who joined our congregation this fall. Thanks be to God!

One other note of gratitude for 2011 should be given as well. We are reaching out to our community. Twice this year we hosted free dinners to welcome our neighbors. Dean and Kathy Taylor, the Evangelism and Membership Committee, and dozens of others worked hard on these evenings and had a lot of fun along the way. We met some new friends too; and although our primary purpose for those evenings was purely to show hospitality, it has been nice to see a couple of families who came for dinner come back and join us for worship on Sunday mornings. Thanks be to God!

And thanks be to God for each of you as you faithfully follow our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

In the service of the King,

Pastor Gregg
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SESSION SPONSORS FPU IN 2012. REGISTER NOW!
The FPCNE Session is sponsoring a special class for this congregation and the North East community in the new year called Financial Peace University (FPU). What is Financial Peace University? This life-changing program teaches you to achieve your financial goals by eliminating debt, saving for the future, and giving like never before. You will be challenged and motivated to make a plan for your money and change your family tree forever.
FPU consists of a 13-week video curriculum taught by financial expert and radio host Dave Ramsey that incorporates small-group discussions to encourage accountability and discipleship. It is highly entertaining for everyone, with a unique combination of humor, informative financial advice and biblical messages. More than one million families have already had their lives changed by attending FPU.  

This course will be led on-site by our own Rodger and Lesley Hazen who are “graduates” of and advocates for FPU. Here’s what Lesley wrote upon completing the FPU series:

“We finished the FPU we've been attending last night and I must say, the final video is so powerful I was in tears much of the time. This course is so beneficial words just aren't enough to do its power justice. Our lives have been transformed already and I know others who attended were as well. The debt paid-off from the folks who attended over the 13 week period was $120,000!  That is unbelievable! The hope that people gained, the relief that was felt, the attitudes that were changed and the foundations that were built for future generations are strong testimonies to the effectiveness of this common-sense, biblical approach to financial management.  Lives will be transformed in North East! Get ready!”  In Christ, Lesley Hazen
The first class is Tuesday, January 3, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. Registration and class materials cost $93 per family. For information and registration, contact the church office or sign up after services on Sunday. The class will be open to the North East community, so tell your family and friends about the unique and beneficial opportunity.
Location:
First Presbyterian Church
25 West Main Street
North East, PA 16428 

Class Code: 197745

Cost: $93 payable to FPCNE

Coordinators: Rodger & Lesley Hazen

Preview: January 3, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.

Class Begins: January 3, 2012

Class Meets: Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
	Class Schedule: 

	January 3
	Super Saving

	January 10
	Relating With Money

	January 17
	Cash Flow Planning

	January 24
	Dumping Debt

	January 31
	Credit Sharks In Suits

	February 7
	Buyer Beware

	February 14
	Clause and Effect

	February 21 
	That's Not Good Enough!

	February 28
	Of Mice and Mutual Funds

	March 6
	From Fruition To Tuition

	March 13
	Working In Your Strengths

	March 20
	Real Estate and Mortgages

	March 27
	The Great Misunderstanding


ARE YOU WISHING YOU COULD HAVE A PIANO FOR CHRISTMAS OR ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING ONE FOR YOUR FAMILY? 
Our church has two extra pianos that are looking for a good home. The pianos just need to be moved and tuned, and they're ready to go. Both are console pianos in good condition. For more information, call the church office.
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FPCNE CHRISTMAS CAROLING EVENT ANNOUNCED
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Everyone is invited to participate in a special night of CHRISTMAS CAROLING in North East on Sunday, December 18, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Plan to meet at the church by 5:00 p.m., bundled up and in good voice. We’ll get all of North East in the Christmas spirit through joyful carols. Song sheets with be provided as well as a caroling wagon (Thanks Wagner’s!) and cocoa and cookies afterward (Thanks E&M Committee!). Fun for the whole family!
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The Legend of the Snowflake


Our Kids Sunday School will celebrate Advent by learning about “The Legend of the Snowflake.” They will make special crafts and decorate their Sunday School Christmas tree with handmade snowflake ornaments. Rumor has it that Santa might even get in on the theme by leaving some special snowflake gifts for the kids under the tree! 

COME TO THE ANNUAL ADVENT DINNER

Evangelism and Membership will be hosting the Advent Dinner on Sunday, December 4 following the Family Advent Program at 4:00 p.m. Please bring a large dish to share and your own place settings. Drinks will be provided by the E&M Committee. Please plan on attending this special event!

CHRISTMAS PRAYERS WILL DECORATE OUR SANCTUARY TREE

Rather than writing letters to Santa this Christmas, why not write your prayers to our Lord and Savior? We decided to do just that to decorate the FPCNE sanctuary Christmas tree this year. Since we are emphasizing prayer throughout our programming this year, we were pleased to find ornaments to make, which can be filled with handwritten prayers for the season. If you decide to participate, pick up a craft packet in the Assembly Room with the ornament directions and parts. Have your family help you by decorating the ornament and by writing prayers that will be rolled up and placed in each ornament. Bring the completed ornament to the Advent Program at 4:00 p.m. on December 4. We’ll be decorating the tree during the program. Amen!

ATTENTION SUNDAY SCHOOLERS!  

There will be no Sunday School on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. See you during Advent and after New Year’s.
SENIOR HIGH FELLOWSHIP

Senior High Fellowship continues with our theme of “God is relevant – today and always.” We will be discussing issues and situations that youth face every day. Youth Fellowship meets on Sunday nights from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the youth lounge.

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2011
Sunday, December 4 – Advent Program and Dinner at 4:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 11 – Senior High Fellowship

Saturday, December 17 – Community Christmas Boxes at Holy Cross Church 7:00 a.m. – noon.

Sunday, December 18 – Senior High Fellowship 

Sunday, December 25 – NO Senior High Fellowship

If you have any questions or would like more information regarding Youth Fellowship, please contact Shelby McAuley at 323-5067.



GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY
This is the message of Advent! We anxiously await the coming of the Christ who will lead us to fullness of life. In the year 2011, the human family—all of God's children—have endured an endless series of natural and man-made devastations: earthquakes, tsunamis, drug wars, tornadoes, suicide bombings, floods, and uprising around our globe. Here in our community of faith, we have been untouched by natural disaster and blessed with homes, loved ones to share our joys and sorrows, and the knowledge of God's love. 

With grateful hearts, we are asked to consider the needs of two special missions for this year's JOY OFFERING. Money given by Presbyterians across the country during the Christmas season will help ministers of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and their families in times of unusual need through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions.  The Christmas Joy funds also provide scholarships assistance to hundreds of minority students otherwise unable to access the educational benefits of the racial ethnic schools and colleges of the PC(USA).  By combining our offering with thousands of churches, we can make a real difference!
 

Recently, I heard a missionary from the Pittsburgh area who served in Malawi, Africa, share a response to the work of Presbyterian missions.  The people of this village said that when others promise to build schools and clinics, they do not. But, when the Presbyterian missionaries come, “They keep their promises and we have schools and new clinics.” This message made me feel very proud of our collective promise to take the message of God's love in meaningful ways that make lives better!
 

Let us plan and save so that our Christmas Joy Offering will be our grateful response to the Good News of Great Joy! Joy Offering envelopes will be in the December 25 bulletin and are also available in the back of the sanctuary. Please see Billie Blosser if you have any questions.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS
Presbyterian Women (PW) continue their commitment to mission! At the fall Birthday Celebration, our PW women voted to support the pre-school scholarship fund with a gift of $1,500. Another $1,500 was given to the North East Children's Fund. These gifts are possible through the annual Cherry Pie making. We thank everyone—including the men and boys of our congregation—who make this possible! Another $2,500 was voted to continue the national and global missions of the Presbyterian Women.

 

We also collected our Birthday Offering to which we renewed our participation this year. The birthday offering totaled over $550. This money will be sent to the three mission projects: Sudan and two in the U.S. 
Presbyterian Women — YOU ROCK! God bless.

GREETERS

December

12/04
Charlene Baird & Lois Siverling; Harry & 
Barbara Blount

12/11
Bob & Sally Murray; Jerry & Nancy 
Weinheimer

12/18
Glen & Monica Zewe; 
          
Roger & Debbie Meehl

12/25
To Be Announced

January 2012 – To Be Announced

USHERS
December
12/04
Al Walz; Roger Meehl; Marcia Regan


Dianne Tyler; Eddie McBride
12/11
Greg & Gayle Morris; Al Mohnkern;


Ron Blosser; Peter Seymour
12/18
Bob Bahm; Joe & Sue Spacht; Vern


Hurlburt; Emily Streeper
12/24
College Youth
12/25
Dave Meehl; Barb Blount; John Wilcox;
Paul Zorzie; Brennan Burch

January 2012
01/01
Al Walz; Roger Meehl; Marcia Regan


Dianne Tyler; Nathan Mayes
01/08
Greg & Gayle Morris; Al Mohnkern;


Ron Blosser; Jesse Magee
01/15
Bob Bahm; Joe & Sue Spacht; Vern


Hurlburt; Seth Magee
01/22
David Meehl; Barbara Blount; John 


Wilcox; Steve Seymour; Terri Andrews
01/29
Jerry Weinheimer; Bob Murray; Tom 
Schenker; Jeff Hinman; Jordan Connors

NURSERY

December

12/04
Mike & Al Walz

12/11
Tim & Lee Burch

12/18
Kathleen Cantrell & David Cadena

12/25
Volunteer Needed

January 2012
01/01
Wanda Cochrane & Deanna Ott

01/08
Connors Family

01/15
Sandra & Dennis Drab

01/22
Kevin & Stephanie Fisher

01/29
Kelly Grabowski & Eleanor Hamilton

Be sure to look for the pull-out ADVENT SCHEDULE that was included in this newsletter. 
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Long ago a gleaming star


led to a Child born in a Manger.


Today it is believed that snowflakes


are little pieces of that special star


that leads us to the light of the world, Jesus.








