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PASTORS PEN



CLERKS CORNER
By Pastor Gregg



By Steve Seymour


In my September Pastor’s Pen column, I asked you to pray and to take advantage of some of the special Christian Education opportunities for you to pray. This month I’m going to let someone else do it for me! Over the past six months I’ve been reading through the writings of the German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945). Bonhoeffer’s life was a combination of massive intellect, devout piety, compassionate concern for others, and commitment to Christ.  He ultimately gave up his life for his faith.  In one of his most important and popular writings, Life Together, Bonhoeffer spoke about the power of praying for others.  He said,

“Offering intercessory prayer means nothing other than Christians bringing one another into the presence of God, seeing each other under the cross of Jesus as poor human beings and sinners in need of grace.  Then, everything about other people that repels me falls away. Then I see them in all their need, hardship, and distress. Their need and their sin become so heavy and oppressive to me that I feel as if they were my own, and I can do nothing else but bid: Lord, you yourself, you alone, deal with them according to your firmness and your goodness. Offering intercessory prayer means granting other Christians the same right we have received, namely, the right to stand before Christ and to share in Christ’s mercy.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, Volume 5: Life Together/Prayerbook of the Bible; Fortress Press, 1996, pp.90,91).


Would you like to deepen your prayer life?  Why wait? Why not learn to pray for others? I would suggest two of our Christian Education offerings, which will help you to do this. First, please come and join the Wednesday evening prayer class led by Rob McBride.  The best way to learn to pray is by praying! This group meets each week in our Christian Education building at 7:00 PM.

Second, we will hold our first Fall Bible Conference on Saturday and Sunday, November 12 and 13. We will meet on Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. We have invited Dr. Linda Peacore of Fuller Theological Seminary to come and reflect and explore the subject of prayer. Dr. Peacore is a personable, attentive, and thoughtful theologian who has a special knack for connecting and conversing with average folk like you and me. She will also be preaching at our morning worship services on Sunday, November 13.

Keep on praying!

The 2012 Budget was the main topic of the September Session meeting.  Before you stop reading (as I usually do when the “B” word is mentioned), please read on, as it is important for you to know “what” and “why” the Elders are thinking.

The bottom line is that the Session would like to add $20,000 to our annual budget: $10,000 for annual mission giving and $10,000 for the Trustees to be able to upkeep our beautiful building. I think the Elders are on the right track. In our recent history, our congregation was all about mission giving. We still give to mission each year in many ways. Most recently, you generously donated over $700 to the CROP walk, supporting our youth with their commitment to help feed the hungry. Many members have expressed dismay over the past several years about our lack of “direct” mission giving. This $10,000 would put us back in the mission business in a most wonderful way.

In August it was decided to not go forward with a major renovation project in the sanctuary and assembly room. Even though we will not take on a major project, there is still a lot of work that needs to be done. (Do you see the plaster peeling?) Budgeted money for the Trustees would help support the usual and customary upkeep necessary for our building. It makes perfect sense.
Of course, increasing our budget means increasing our giving, as we will probably not make our budget this year.  It seemingly doesn’t make sense to increase our budget when we can’t make our current one. If you attended the congregational meeting on October 16, you saw an excellent presentation on how WE can do this if WE choose to. As a congregation, we know that anything is possible if we do it in the name of our Father.

God Bless Us Every One.
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FPCNE Fall Bible Conference
“Prayer: Participating in Gods’ Promises”

November 12, 2011, 10am – 5 pm 

Q: LOOKING FOR A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD?
A: The value of consistent prayer is not that He will hear us, but that we will hear Him. ~William McGill

Q: WANT TO REINVIGORATE YOUR PRAYER LIFE?
A: Prayer is exhaling the spirit of man and inhaling the spirit of God. ~Edwin Keith
Q: DON’T KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN?

A: God speaks in the silence of the heart. Listening is the beginning of prayer. ~Mother Teresa
Q: FEELING OVERWHELMED?

A: I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go. ~Abraham Lincoln
Q: TROUBLED AND PERPLEXED?

A: Trouble and perplexity drive me to prayer and prayer drives away perplexity and trouble. ~Philip Melanchthen
Q: LOOKING FOR CHANGE?

A: Prayer does not change God, but it changes him who prays. ~Søren Kierkegaard

Q: NEED A NEW ATTITUDE?
A: Prayer is not merely an occasional impulse to which we respond when we are in trouble: prayer is a life attitude. ~Walter A. Mueller
Q: Have You Registered for the Fall Bible Conference on Prayer?
A: 
FPCNE Fall Bible Conference 

 “Prayer: Participating in God’s Promises”
November 12, 2011, 10am – 5 pm 

No one is a firmer believer in the power of prayer than the devil; not that he practices it, but he suffers from it. ~Guy H. King
Whether we seek to move inward, upward, or outward in our lives, prayer is at the heart of Christian praise, petition, and peace in all those directions. This one day conference seeks to examine biblical sources of prayerful transformation, meditation and intercession.  Renowned scholar, Dr. Linda D. Peacore, will keynote a day of program activities for adults and older youth to refresh our prayer lives through lecture, small group discussions, activities, lunch, and of course, prayer! Dr. Peacore will also preach at both services Sunday, November 13 to wrap up a weekend of prayer at FPCNE. This is a new endeavor for our Christian Education programming that we hope will become a tradition for years to come.  Although the conference is open to the public, we ask interested parties to sign up in the church office (725-8641) in advance for organizational purposes.  
Keynote Speaker: Linda Peacore is Affiliate Assistant Professor of Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California where she regularly teaches courses on Christian doctrine. A graduate of Fuller herself, Linda completed her Master of Divinity there before going on to King's College, University of London where she earned her PhD under the supervision of the late Colin Gunton. When she's not engaged in academic pursuits, Linda's time is spent primarily with her family, especially her two daughters aged 12 and 9. She finds that there is nothing like parenting to force one's theological reflection to be concrete and relevant to everyday life — something Linda strives for in all her teaching and writing.  
Fall Bible Conference Schedule:

Saturday, November 12

10:00 a.m.
Coffee, Cider & Donuts (Assembly Rm)
10:30-11:45
Keynote lecture on Prayer (Sanctuary) Keynote title: “Participating in God’s Promises.” At the end of the address, Dr. Peacore will present options, challenges, and opportunities for the prayer and discussion sessions to follow. 

Noon-12:30
Private Prayer and Reflection time

12:30-1:30
Luncheon (Fellowship Hall)
1:30-2:30
Buzz Group Breakout Sessions led by Prayer Class Members. Small groups will meet in various locations around the church for structured discussion and will report back to the Conference as a whole at the afternoon Conversations Session to come.

2:30-3:00
Small Group Prayer at the end of the Buzz Group Session

3:00-3:30
Coffee Break

3:30-4:15
Conversations with Dr. Peacore in the sanctuary.  Buzz Groups will report back to the conference with their findings and questions.

4:15-5:00
Conference Prayer at the end of Conversations with Dr. Peacore.

7:00 p.m.
Hospitality with Dr. Peacore (Townsend Home)
(
A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION FOR ALL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN is set for November 6 immediately after the 11:00 a.m. worship service. We will renew our participation in a National Presbyterian Women tradition begun in 1922, when the women of the church were challenged to give one penny for each year of their lives (or a dollar if a woman preferred not to reveal her age).  This offering given each year has continued to enable a long succession of new and often innovative mission projects throughout the world.

The Creative Ministries Offering Committee of Presbyterian Women annually reviews proposals and selects not more than five recipients before the Birthday Offering is collected.  For the 2011 Offering, the committee chose three projects. They are:  ACROSS (Bring Peace Now) Jonglei, South Sudan, MENAUL SCHOOL of Albuquerque, New Mexico, and ANDERSON INTERFAITH MINISTRIES INC. (women and children succeeding program in Anderson, South Carolina. The grant amounts for the three recipients will depend on funds contributed during 2011. The goal for 2011 is $900,000.

Your giving is determined by which denomination of coin or bill you will multiply by the number of years you are. For example, if you are 50 years of age, you can choose 50 pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, or even dollar bills. Bring your gift of coin or paper on November 6 and participate in the fellowship and dedication of these gifts.

We will also share cake and make plans for spending some of our mission monies. We need your input. Please come and share.
HELP US STOCK UP FOR COFFEE HOURS
Everyone enjoys coffee hours, and they are important times of fellowship for our church. But, we need your help. With the temperatures cooling off, why not heat up the oven and do some baking to help us stock our freezer and pantry! (Store-bought items are also welcome.) We can always use breakfast-type baked goods or juice for our early worship coffee hour, and snacks and cookies for our 11:00 a.m. coffee hour. We have a big freezer for storage or freezer bags on-hand for your convenience. 
If you’d like to host a coffee hour, please speak with Sherri Lanahan in the church office. 
MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS((((
If you are looking for a way to serve the church, we are always looking for new members for our Chancel Choir. We practice on THURSDAY EVENINGS @ 7:30 p.m. and typically sing two to three times per month. The schedule is done through 2012, so you can plan your calendars accordingly. Speak with Jane Livingston if you have any questions. We’d love to have you join us. 
Be an Angel 
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Join Bell Choir!

Our church has a wonderful reputation as having one of the best Bell Choirs in the region. Yet, this year’s group is much smaller than usual – too small. Your church needs you to glorify God in this special and poignant way. FPCNE’s Bell Choir music is a blessing to our congregation and also its choir members. All you need to participate is a willing heart and the motivation to learn a new way to “ring” God’s praises. 

Now is the perfect time to join our merry band of bell ringers. Practice for Christmas music will be held on Tuesday evenings, beginning November 1, at 6:30 p.m. If you are interested to learn more, contact the church office or Emelyn Olson, Bell Choir Director.


HOLD THE HOLIDAY DATES

We know that holiday calendars fill up quickly, so we thought we’d tell you about some important dates for the 2011 Advent Season. Mark your calendars for:

· Sunday, December 4 at 4:00 p.m. – Annual Family Advent Program and Potluck Dinner

· Sunday, December 11 at 8:30 a.m. – Early Worship Christmas Musical

· Sunday, December 18 at 11:00 a.m. – Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata

· Saturday, December 24 at 7:30 p.m. – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

· Sunday, December 25 at 11:00 a.m. – Combined Christmas Morning Worship Service 
ADVENT DINNER
Evangelism and Membership will be hosting The Advent Dinner on Sunday, December 4 following the Family Advent Program at 4:00 p.m. Please bring a large dish to share and your own place settings. Drinks will be provided by the E&M Committee. Please plan on attending this special event!
SENIOR HIGH FELLOWSHIP

Senior High Fellowship continues with our theme of “God is relevant – today and always.” We will be discussing issues and situations that youth face every day. Youth Fellowship meets on Sunday nights from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the youth lounge.

Calendar for November 2011

Sunday, November 6 – Senior High Fellowship from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at Grace Church in McKean for a concert by Still Bright.
Sunday, November 13 – Senior High Fellowship
Sunday, November 20 – Senior High Fellowship Thankful Service
Sunday, November 27 – NO Senior High Fellowship
If you have any questions or would like more information regarding Youth Fellowship, please Shelby McAuley at 323-5067.

Middle School Fellowship November Gathering Scheduled
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Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 6 from 8:45 a.m. to 12:00 noon. This is your first mission work assignment, and it should be great fun. Our new Middle School Fellowship will gather at the church and then walk over to Crescent Hose Fire Company at 9:00 a.m. to assist with MOVE THE MOUNTAIN! Move the Mountain is a community-wide food drive to stock the NE Food Pantry for those in need. You will be helping to sort the food as it comes in to the Fire House. Mr. Connors will be leading the November activity and encourages you to bring a friend and a caring attitude. Parents can drop off and pick up kids in the church parking lot. Your community needs YOU!

A THANK YOU

Sending our FPCNE Church family our heartfelt thank you for the wonderful coffee hour send-off. We also wish to acknowledge the kindness of so many of you who supported us during our recent move. We continue to unpack boxes and are discovering many treasures that remind us fondly of our time in North East.

Sincerely, Charlie & Cyndi McMillen
GREETERS

November
11/06
Jim & Joanna Meehl; Tom & Marcia Regan
11/13
Ron & Billie Blosser; Deanna Ott & Jane 
Evans
11/20
David & Doty Wagner; Don & Dianne Tyler
11/27
David & Vicki Williams; Paul & Barb Zorzie
December
12/04
Charlene Baird & Lois Siverling; Harry & 
Barbara Blount
12/11
Bob & Sally Murray; Jerry & Nancy 
Weinheimer
12/18
Glen & Monica Zewe; Roger & Debbie Meehl
12/25
To Be Announced
USHERS
November
11/06
Al Walz; Roger Meehl; Marcia Regan


Dianne Tyler; Seth Magee

11/13
Greg & Gayle Morris; Al Mohnkern;


Ron Blosser; Geoffrey Mayes

11/20
Bob Bahm; Joe & Sue Spacht; Vern


Hurlburt; Terri Andrews

11/27
David Meehl; Barbara Blount; John 


Wilcox; Jordon Connors

December

12/04
Al Walz; Roger Meehl; Marcia Regan


Dianne Tyler

12/11
Greg & Gayle Morris; Al Mohnkern;


Ron Blosser

12/18
Bob Bahm; Joe & Sue Spacht; Vern


Hurlburt

12/25
David Meehl; Barbara Blount; John 


Wilcox; Jordon Connors
NURSERY

November
11/06
Fred & Barbara Brostmeyer

11/13
David & Doty Wagner

11/20
Doug & Jean Burch
11/27
Todd & Allison Burch
December

12/04
Mike & Al Walz

12/11
Tim & Lee Burch

12/18
Kathleen Cantrell & David Cadena

12/25
Volunteer Needed
BE SURE TO “FALL BACK” AND TURN YOUR CLOCK BACK BY ONE HOUR AT 2:00 AM ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 (OR YOU’LL BE REALLY EARLY TO CHURCH!) 

First Presbyterian Church of North East


25 West Main Street


North East, PA 16428


(814) 725-8641


www.fpcne.org











