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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, the People of Promise, joining in worship with our Christian family. We’re glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off cellular phones, pagers and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN:  NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 5 through fourth grade are invited to a CHILDREN’S WORSHIP time following the Children’s Blessing. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. LARGE PRINT HYMNALS and BULLETINS are available from the ushers. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the church parking lot, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church and the Mercyhurst parking spaces on the east side of the church are available for use Sunday mornings and weekday evenings. 

TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time—all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CD’s are available in the church library or on our website at www.fpcne.org. Our Church Library has a wide variety of books and videos for your reading pleasure and spiritual growth.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS:  Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family.  The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC 
               Above All                     Keveren
WELCOME

                                       Pastor Gregg Townsend

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                               Nancy Roos

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
          I Go to the Rock      Rambo
 * CALL TO WORSHIP                                    Elder, Steve Seymour                                  
Leader: Hear the Word of the Lord.  O magnify the LORD with me.
Congregation: Let us exalt God’s name together!

We will give thanks to you, O LORD, with our whole heart;

we will tell of all your wonderful deeds.

We will be glad and exult in you;

we will sing praise to your name, O Most High.

—from Psalm 34:3 and Psalm 9:1-2, NRSV
* OPENING PRAISE 

God is Here                          #461
CALL TO CONFESSION 

 Our Lord Jesus said:

“‘You shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart,

and with all your soul,

and with all your mind.’

This is the greatest and first commandment.

And a second is like it:

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

On these two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets.”

As God has instructed us in these great commandments,

and because we have not lived in full obedience,

let us now confess our sins to God,

trusting Christ as our Savior and Lord.

—based on Matthew 22:37-40, NRSV
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD,

and of your steadfast love,

for they have been from of old.

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;

according to your steadfast love remember me,

for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!

Good and upright is the LORD;

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

For your name’s sake, O LORD,

pardon my guilt, for it is great.

Turn to me and be gracious to me,

for I am lonely and afflicted.

Relieve the troubles of my heart,

and bring me out of my distress.

Consider my affliction and my trouble,

and forgive all my sins.

—Psalm 25:6-8, 11, 16-18, NRSV

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

The LORD is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He will not always accuse,

nor will he keep his anger forever.

He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

as far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us.

As a father has compassion for his children,

so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
—Psalm 103:8-13, NRSV
* SONG OF THANKSGIVING 
     
In Christ Alone

In Christ alone, I place my trust 

And find my glory in the power of the cross

In every victory, let it be said of me

My source of strength, my source of hope... is Christ alone

My source of strength, my source of hope... is Christ alone

© 1990 Paragon Music (ASCAP). Shawn Craig and Don Koch. CCLI License No. 1496394
PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE




            Matthew 21:33-46

MESSAGE                           “The Cornerstone”  

THE LORD'S SUPPER

* HYMN 


        In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found; He is my light my strength my song

This Cornerstone this solid ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm

What heights of love what depths of peace

When fears are stilled when strivings cease

My comforter my all in all; here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh; fullness of God in helpless Babe

This gift of love and righteousness

Scorned by the ones He came to save

‘Til on that cross as Jesus died; the wrath of God was satisfied

For ev’ry sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay; Light of the world by darkness slain

Then bursting forth in glorious day; up from the grave He rose again

And as He stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me

For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life no fear in death; this is the pow’r of Christ in me

From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny

No pow’r of hell no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand

‘Til He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand

CCLI Song No. 3350395. © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Keith Getty / Stuart Townend CCLI License No. 1496394

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS

 
Offertory

   This One Table

       Raney

Prayer of Dedication

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD

Please eat the bread as you receive it.

SHARING OF THE CUP

Please hold the cup until the indication has been given for us to drink it together.

PRAYER

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

         The Apostles’ Creed






     (page 14, Traditional Version)
SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN OF SENDING     My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less     #379
* BENEDICTION

* POSTLUDE          

     In Christ Alone                        Wolaver
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE’RE BACK!!!!!
How time flies!  A wonderful summer is now about over and we’ve enjoyed our joint services with our Methodist friends during the month of August.  But now WE’RE BACK!!!


If you regularly attend the 8:30 service, welcome back.  If you’ve never tried, it-maybe it’s time you do.

The service is very uplifting with great music, great sermons, prayer and scripture. There is a coffee hour that follows which enables folks to mingle with both those from the early service and others coming for Sunday School or the 11:00 service.  


So-whether you like the alternative style of worship, prefer the earlier hour or you’re just curious, why not give it a try.     See you in church!


And just a reminder-we can always use breakfast type baked goods or bottled or frozen juice for our coffee hour.  

RALLY DAY IS NEXT SUNDAY.  Sunday school begins at 9:45 a.m. and a picnic lunch will be offered in the Fellowship Hall after the 11:00 service.  Check the September “Exciter” for Sunday school class opportunities for all ages.

Pastor’s Bible Study and Spoudason classes will resume on the 15th of September.   Bible Study begins at 9:30 a.m. and Spoudason at 7 PM.
There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Sept. 12 after the 11:00 service, for the purpose of electing a church member-at-large for the Preschool.

We have an open position for a part-time Youth Leader.  Questions regarding the position may be directed to Pastor Gregg at 725-8641.

CHOIR NEWS: The Chancel Choir has resumed practices on Thursday evenings at 7:30 PM. If you are looking for a way to serve the church, new members are always welcome. We are especially in need of sopranos, but other parts are always welcome too. You don’t have to read music — you just have to be willing to set aside Thursday evenings for a little hard work coupled with fellowship, fun and singing praise to the Lord. The Choir typically sings two to three times per month, and the schedule has already been planned through June 2011, so you can plan ahead! Won’t you consider lending your voice to the Lord? Speak with Jane Livingston if you have any questions. It really is a great way to spend a Thursday evening!

Greeters, Sept. 12:  Rodger & Lesley Hazen; Dennis & Sandy Drab

Ushers today:  Al Walz, Roger Meehl. Marcia Regan, Dianne Tyler and Kyle Regan
Ushers, Sept. 12: Greg & Gayle Morris; Kathleen Cantrell; Ron Blosser

Emily Streeper
PRAYER JOYS AND CONCERNS:

Members of the community who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  Prayerfully remember our members who are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins and pray for our military personnel serving in the armed services.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Monday, September 6 – Labor Day


Church office is closed for holiday

Tuesday, September 7 – 7:00 p.m. – CE Board

Thursday, September 9 – 7:30 p.m. – Choir Practice

Sunday, September 12 – 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services

Congregational Meeting after the 11:00 service
Rally Day picnic after the 11:00 service, Fellowship Hall

