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WELCOME TO ALL. You enter this church not as a stranger, but as a child of God, the People of Promise, joining in worship with our Christian family. We’re glad you joined us today. 

TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP, please turn off cellular phones, pagers and all other wireless electronic devices upon entering the sanctuary. Welcome and make room for others by leaving space at the end of the pews. 

FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN:  NURSERY CARE is available for infants and young children through kindergarten. An usher will be happy to direct you to the Nursery-Crib Room. Children ages 5 through fourth grade are invited to a CHILDREN’S WORSHIP time following the Children’s Blessing. We welcome children in the worship service, and CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the Assembly Room.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE HEARING and VISUALLY IMPAIRED is available. Please contact a member of the AV team if you wish to use the assisted listening devices. LARGE PRINT HYMNALS and BULLETINS are available from the ushers. 

RESTROOMS are located across from the office area and down the hallway in the Christian Education wing. 

PARKING IS AVAILABLE in the church parking lot, as well as street parking. The municipal building parking lot west of the church and the Mercyhurst parking spaces on the east side of the church are available for use Sunday mornings and weekday evenings. 
TODAY’S LITURGICAL COLOR IS GREEN, which symbolizes spiritual growth and is used during Ordinary time--all time periods during the church calendar not marked by a specific season.

SERMON CD’s are available in the church library or on our website at www.fpcne.org. Our Church Library has a wide variety of books and videos for your reading pleasure and spiritual growth.
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*Indicates to stand if you are able 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND PRAYER REQUESTS:  Please fill out one of the Prayer Cards located in the pew racks to share your joys, concerns, and prayer requests with your church family.  The ushers will collect them during the first hymn.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

GATHERING MUSIC 
             Morecambe

        Smith        

WELCOME




   Pastor Gregg Townsend 
OPPORTUNITY FOR GIVING 

              Elder Glen Zewe
* CALL TO WORSHIP                                           Elder Dean Taylor  
Leader: All who thirst, come to the water. Come, all who are weary; come, all who yearn for forgiveness.

Congregation: The Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ has washed over us, and our gracious and holy God beckons and blesses us.  Drink deeply of these living waters.  Glory to you, O Lord, glory to you!
* OPENING PRAISE      All People That on Earth Do Dwell      #220 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Our Father, forgive us for thinking small thoughts of you

and for ignoring your immensity and greatness.

Lord Jesus, forgive us when we forget that you rule

the nations and our small lives.

Holy Spirit, we offend you in minimizing your power

and squandering your gifts.

We confess that our blindness to your glory, O triune God,

has resulted in shallow confession,

tepid conviction, and only mild repentance.

Have mercy upon us.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

* HYMN OF THANKSGIVING      
Shout to the Lord

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord there is none like You.

All of my days, I want to praise the wonders of your mighty love.

My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength;

Let every breath, all that I am never cease to worship You.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us sing.

Power and majesty, praise to the King.

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name.

I sing for joy at the work of Your hands; 

Forever I'll love You— forever I'll stand.

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.

My Jesus, my Savior, Risen Messiah and Lord. 

You have come back, just as You said; life will never be the same. 

You’re living, forgiving, angels are singing Your praise. 

We join the throng, lifting in song, 

“Grace and mercy have prevailed.”

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us sing.

Power and majesty, praise to the King.

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name.

I sing for joy at the work of Your Son; 

Victory over the grave He has won,

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.

CCLI Song No. 1406918. © 1993 Hillsong Publishing (Admin. in U.S. & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music) Darlene Zschech. CCLI License No. 1496394

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

CHILDREN’S BLESSING

SCRIPTURE READING                                        Matthew 21:12-22

MESSAGE                            “A House of Prayer”
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

* HYMN
    Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart               #326
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS

 
Offertory
  Somebody's Praying Me Through          Wolaver  

Prayer of Dedication

SENDING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN OF SENDING

Seek Ye First                        #333
* BENEDICTION
* POSTLUDE                               Seek Ye First                             Carter
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Beginning next Sunday, August 1, we will be worshipping with and at Park United Methodist Church.  There will be only one service each of those Sundays, meeting at 10:30 AM.  Worshipping with our Methodist friends is an important point of connection, fellowship, and sign of unity. It has served to strengthen both of our congregations through the 40+ years of our combined summer worship. Dr. Hecht has invited a special guest preacher for August 1.  Dr. Hecht will be preaching on August 8 and 22.  Pastor Gregg will be preaching on August 15 and 29, with the service on August 29 being held outdoors in the park adjacent to Methodist Church.  (Be sure to bring your own lawn chairs.) Please plan on attending each of these services. The 8:30 AM service and our regular 11:00 AM worship service will resume in September. 
Thank you for your prayers and thoughts during Max's skull surgery. He is resting at home and recovering well. 







Karen & Jon Logan
There will be no Session meeting this month.
Greeters today:      
Ron & Billie Blosser; Jerry & Nancy Weinheimer    


Ushers today: 
            Dave Meehl; Cyndi McMillen; Barbara Blount

                                      Jerry Weinheimer; Seth Magee
PRAYER JOYS AND CONCERNS:

Members of the community who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  Prayerfully remember our members who are experiencing health issues, those who are shut-ins and pray for our military personnel serving in the armed services.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

 Next Sunday,  August 1
          Park United Methodist Church

          10:30 a.m. – Combined Worship Service 
